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Black Excellence Presentation - “February and Forever”

The Black History Club at St. Thomas Aquinas had their 4th annual Black Excellence

assembly on Friday

the 29th. The

gathering is usually

held in February

and features a

variety of African

and Caribbean

cultures. The

assembly was

better than ever,

despite being delayed due to pandemic regulations. Mrs. Delburg and Mrs.

Martone, along with the club's two dozen members, helped put on a presentation

that included a variety of dances, an uplifting poem reading, a panel discussion,

and a fashion show. The Stinger Singers also gave an outstanding performance of

Michael Jackson's "Man in the Mirror." The assembly was a success after over a

month of planning, with many children and staff showing great interest in the

many activities provided.The fashion show and dance left a lasting impression on

the majority of students, while the panellists discussed important issues such as

race and acceptance.

Mirari U. (9), a member of the black history month who was present in the panel

discussion stated, “I think that panel was a very important part of the assembly

because we addressed controversial topics that have recently caused incidents in

our school community. Our team was able to come together and provide their

thoughts on this issue. Overall I think the assembly was a success and a lot of

people put in time and effort to make it happen”. With this year’s Black Excellence

Assembly being so impressive, there is no doubt that we are all looking forward to

what is in store for the next school year.

Stinger Voice - Stinger Voice Question: “What are your feelings about the two

online credits mandatory to graduate?”

“I don’t think that they should be mandatory to graduate. It would be better if

they prompted the classes more instead of having them be mandatory unless you

opt out.” - Leah S. (10)

“I find it very pointless that our school system would make something mandatory,

then immediately implicate an opt out form. In my opinion, it is just another paper

to sign.” -

William D. (10)

Soap Drive Success

The soap drive, organised by Mrs. Ronan's grade 12

leadership class for Lent's almsgiving season, had the purpose of collecting

hygiene items for the local food bank in Tottenham, which was in severe need of

hygiene products. Over 1000 hygiene products were collected by the students in

the class and throughout the school. The food bank was grateful to STA for their

extraordinary

contribution to the

food bank. “It was

great to see the

students and

teachers in our

school come

together to

support our local

community. I will

always remember

the joy that we

were able to bring

to those in our community who were in need of a helping hand.” Sara Van N. (12)

Great job STA! Continue to shine when it comes to helping our local community!

Drama “Alibis” Taking Shape

Something is shaping up in Mr. Fetterly’s grade 12 drama class. Throughout the

past month, the grade 12s have been working on a full performance that is over an

hour-and-a-half in length. The play is called “Alibis” and we follow the story of

detective Casey Neptune and the case of the Dead Billionaire. Neptune interviews

and studies the alibis of a handful of incriminating suspects with the hopes of

discovering which one of them murdered billionaire J. Leslie Arlington.

The performance is entirely run by students, including directors, lights and sound

technicians, set designers, stage managers and of course, actors. These students

are working to make sure that they are able to pull off the performance with

rehearsals every day and some occurring after school on the main stage as well as

weekend rehearsals. Not only does their work occur in the drama room, but many

of the students involved in the play can be found in the art room and behind the

stage, painting the sets that the actors will use during their performances. Behind

all of the set and sound design, is Stage Manager Bella B. (12) who, when on the

subject of the performance stated: “I am truly honoured that I was given the

opportunity to manage and guide this great group of actors in this amazing

production, I’m so excite to lead my peers and share this experience with my

classmates.”

While Bella looks after everything that goes on behind the stage, main Director

Evan B. (12) is looking after the actors in the drama room, leading them through

rehearsals and making his vision of the script come to life. On the subject of the

actors and the playwright, Evan said: “I feel like the actors and the positions that

they have been given have really helped them grow as individuals and as a class. I

am so proud of all of them and cannot wait to work with them as director for the

remainder of our time working on this play.” Good luck directing the performance

Evan!

Senior Girls Basketball Gift

The girls basketball team pitched in to get an appreciation gift for the three seniors

on the team. The team gave the girls

dorm basketball nets that all of the team

members signed as a thank you for their

dedication to the team and it will serve

as a reminder of STA while they're away

at school.

"All three of them played a great season

and helped the team get us through to

semis, while constantly bringing up the

mood of the game no matter what. Best

of luck to them all, they’ll be missed next

year!" Alex S (10)

The Stinger Voice - A Student-Led Newspaper

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary School   2 Nolan Rd.  Tottenham, ON  L0G 1W0  Phone (905) 936-4743  @SMCDSB_STA

Questions or Comments? Send inquiries to drobertson@smcdsb.on.ca

https://www.thestingervoice.com


T h e   S t i n g e r   V o i c e April Edition

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary School Student Newspaper
https://www.thestingervoice.com

Joe for Valedictorian

After two weeks of campaigning, the election for the Grade 12 Valedictorian vote

took place from April 25 to the 27. For those who don’t know what a valedictorian

is, it is a position given to a student in the graduating class of their year who is

voted to be the student that is to represent the student body at graduation. It is

considered the highest honour that a graduating student can obtain. After the

smoke cleared, it was a clear victory for Joseph S. (12) who won the election with

flying colours over four other candidates. Throughout the two weeks of

campaigning, Joseph was committed to making sure that he would be a top

competitor in the vote. He did this by making many different social media

accounts where he would be able to market his feats to the Grade 12s of STA, as

well as starting a merchandise line

where he produced hats with his

campaign slogan: “Make STA Great

Again” a play on of the Donald Trump

federal election slogan “Make America

Great Again”. When talking about his

win, Joseph stated: ”I want to thank

everyone who trusted me with their vote

and to those who have enthusiastically

supported my campaign. I am

completely honoured and prepared to

take on this new responsibility, and I will

not disappoint”. On the subject of

Joseph’s win, grade 12 student Jakob. S

stated: “I think Joseph will do a great job, I

trust he will make some great final

remarks at our graduation.” Good luck and congratulations Joseph!

Language Learners Unite

Mr. Lynch has started a Language Club in Portable 2 on Fridays during lunch.

French, English, Portuguese, Korean, Spanish, German, Vietnamese, Tamil, and

many other languages are accessible. Everyone is welcome to participate, whether

or not they speak a second language.

“The goal of the club is to help students who speak a second language learn

English, as well as encourage students who already know English and want to learn

a second language. It is also giving students a chance to gain volunteer hours in

order to graduate.”

Celebrating Excellence: Lynda McDowell

“We would like to recognize Lynda McDowell for her outstanding work as an EA.

She has been with this board for over 25 years,

working in both elementary and secondary

panels. No matter what level her students are

at, she finds ways to engage them in activities

that expand their experiences in life, even if it

means a whole lot more work for her. Lynda

always puts others before herself in both her

personal and professional life. She often spends

her own money to enhance her students'

programs, and her colleagues enjoy special

recognition from her on their birthday with a

cake or treats made especially for them. Thanks Lynda for always going above and

beyond. We all appreciate it!”

Uniforms Debate  - Part 2

Regulations are enforced at St. Thomas Aquinas to maintain a safe learning,

teaching, and working environment for the entire school. As you are all aware, one

of our school's most strict rules is its uniform policy. Although the uniform

standards were only loosely implemented during the first semester, teachers are

now enforcing the school dress code more strictly.

Fashion is, without a doubt, a means of self-expression. It boosts people's

self-esteem and gives them more confidence. This is also a viewpoint shared by a

large portion of our student body. Furthermore, many people may regard collared

shirts and khaki pants to be out-of-date and unsettling. Our school uniforms have

a design that teenagers are not used to, making them feel uncomfortable in their

school clothes. It is reasonable to imagine that students would be far more

tolerant of uniform requirements if the uniforms were appealing to them and

prioritised comfort for all types of pupils.

An older student of STA told the Stinger Voice, “I feel that

uniforms allow me to waste less time thinking about what

to wear every day. I can use this time to be more productive and do other things

rather than thinking about what my outfit is going to be for the next day”

(Anonymous).

School uniforms make getting ready for school easier, which can help students be

more timely. Selecting a suitable outfit can be a chore. The uniform requirement at

St. Thomas Aquinas allows students to spend less time selecting decent school

wear. “I think the school uniforms are a nice thing. In the morning I don’t have to

rummage through my clothes to find something to wear to school that day. I can

just grab my uniform and go” Sharmika S. (9). Students no longer have to waste

time worrying about their wardrobe and whether or not it meets with the school

dress code.

Our uniforms allow us to be more productive during the day and are relatively

forgiving in comparison to other schools around the world.

Heartstopper on Netflix

Netflix series Heartstopper has won the

hearts of people of all ages from all

around the world. The drama is based on

Alice Oseman's five-book series, which

was recently adapted into a Netflix

series."I really enjoyed it, the love found

between the two characters was very

emotional and cute. The show represents

our generation really well." Makayla P.

(10) The series has grown extremely

successful, ranking as the fifth most

popular new series in the United States

and in the top 10 on Netflix Canada. It is

fun, exciting, realistic, adorable and

cheerful. It perfectly showcases teens in today’s society.

Spring Prayer

Dear God,

As flowers bloom this spring, let it be a time for us to reset and bloom into the

people we want to become. As we slowly start new adventures and move from

pandemic life, guide us to be our best selves and to follow in your footsteps. Help

us bring happiness into the world as your Son did.  We ask this in your name,

Amen

Important Dates in May:

Asian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month

May 8
Victory in Europe Day
Mother’s Day
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“Not all treasure is silver and gold, mate” - Jack Sparrow
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